
This is the fourth and final part series of articles where Bishop
Pryse comments on the mission plan for the next biennium that
will be presented for adoption at our biennial synod assembly.
This month we will look the final two of the six priorities that
have been identified.

We want to be a synod that is generous.
As a generous synod, we will faithfully share our resources of time, tal-
ent and treasure in partnership with the ELCIC, our Companion Synod
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Guyana and other partner church-
es. We will strive to allocate resources in ways that provide evidence of
our commitment to being in mission for others. We will encourage our
congregations and general membership to become more generous in shar-
ing their resources both with and beyond the synod.

In my life experience, those persons who are most generous
tend also to be the most spiritually mature and alive. Conversely,
I have never met an ungenerous person whose Christian witness
clearly and demonstrably exhibited the signs of a full and robust
life in the Spirit.

When compared to other denomination families in North
America, Lutherans tend to be counted among those who are
least generous when it comes to sharing financial resources in
support of the life of the church. Fortunately, that is not the case
for all Lutherans! Many of our members are extremely generous,
but not enough of us. We need to do better; certainly, for the con-
tinued well being of the life of the church, but also for the indi-
vidual spiritual well-being of our members!
We want to be a synod that is engaged by challenging questions.
As a synod we will promote a spirit of reflective and respectful delibera-
tion on significant questions of life and faith. We will regularly and crit-
ically evaluate the programmes and structures of the synod to assess

their relevance to those questions.  Although the engagement of these
questions might change us, we will faithfully explore them and modify
our mission in light of them.

Right or wrong, many Christian churches are perceived as
being "check your brain at the door" operations where there are
precious few opportunities to engage in significant theological
exploration or questioning. Some questions, it seems, ought not
to be asked; and when they are, can only be answered according
to pre-determined responses and formulas. 

As mainline Christians, we are the stewards and custodians of
a faith tradition that provides generous and broad parameters for
ongoing theological reflection and discourse. Are we willing to
more courageously explore those parameters? I sure hope so!
Because if we don’t, we will have very little success in communi-
cating the essence of the Christian Gospel to the vast majority of
people in the society in which we live. 

We need to follow Jesus' example and open ourselves to the
honest questioning of those who come seeking a new truth. We
need to equip our members with the tools needed to engage in
responsible and mature theological reflection, confident in the
knowledge that our faith tradition is strong enough to bear the
weight of our critical self-reflection. 

And that’s it! If you’re interested in further exploring these and
some of the other specific hopes that are included in our Synod
Council’s proposal for a Renewed Vision for the Eastern Synod
2006-2008, I invite you to review the full text of our working doc-
ument on our synod website www.easternsynod.org.
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The new Worship Book, offi-
cially called Evangelical
Lutheran Worship (but

Worship Book is an easier quick
title) comes to us out of a
process that involved careful
thought, solid principles and
continuous review and revision. 

Many in congregations have
noticed recently that some
hymns, prayer texts, or music
in the service came from
resources identified as Re-
newing Worship. For the past
five years the Lutheran church-
es in North America (in Canada
and the U.S.A.) have been
using provisional materials, in
order to get feedback, in 

preparation for the publication
of a new Worship Book. 

A complimentary copy of,
The Principles for Worship, was
sent to every parish in the
ELCIC. This small pink book
was the foundation to the entire
planning process and allowed
everyone an opportunity to be
involved from the beginning.
Since that time, the Renewing
Worship process made worship
materials available free from the
website at www.renewingwor-
ship.org and then included
options for feedback. 

There was also a formal
review process where all the
materials were evaluated and
critiqued by teams of review-
ers. This included the final
mock-up of the book. Review-
ers included participants from
the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Canada. All of this enabled
the selection and revision of
worship texts, settings for the
Holy Communion, and hymns
which honour and respect our
previous worship books. It also
gave us new materials. 

Many of the newer texts and
hymns have been a part regu-
lar worship in many congrega-
tions across the Synod and 

Canada over the past 3-4 years.
The development and process
of Renewing Worship realised
the publication of a new pri-
mary worship resource for con-
gregations in the ELCIC and
our sister church, the ELCA.

One of the handiest features
of the new Worship Book is its
collection of hymns, restoration
of traditional harmonisations,
improved translations and the
inclusion of verses printed in
the original language of the
hymn  For example, we now
have the first verse of Silent
Night in German and verses of
Angels We Have Heard on High in
French). As with the new
hymns you probably sampled
in the past few years, often
well-known hymn tunes have
been used with new texts;
more than in previous books,
the same tune is used with dif-
ferent texts. There are new
hymns, set with simple melody
lines and classic chorales fea-
turing restored full harmonisa-
tions. The finest from Lutheran
Book of Worship, With One Voice,
and the interim Renewing
Worship Songbook are all includ-
ed (copyrights permitting). In
fact this hymnal  has the largest 

selection of any hymnal yet
published by Lutheran Church-
es in North America. 

The rich diversity and respect
for the classic tradition makes
this a book of the 21st Century.
It provides a breadth and depth
useful for every congregation. 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship
was officially endorsed by the

Lutheran Church in Canada
(ELCIC) at the National Con-
vention 2005 and has the status
of the primary worship re-
source of the church. It replaces
Lutheran Book of Worship which
has served the church since
1978—longer than most of 
its predecessor.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship
a new “Worship Book” for the 21st Century

WINNIPEG, Man. —
Daranne Mills has been
appointed as the new Di-
rector of Communications
and Education for Canadian
Lutheran World Relief and will
assume her position in August. 

CLWR's Director of
Communications and Edu-
cation is responsible for lead-
ing and working with the
CLWR communications team
in the development of tools
and materials which will chal-
lenge and educate the con-
stituency served by CLWR,
for ensuring that CLWR is
well represented in the public
media, and for developing
effective fundraising initiatives. 

Mills is currently a student
of Lutheran Theological
Seminary (LTS) in Saskatoon,
serving an internship at Hope
Lutheran Church in Calgary.
Prior to entering the semi-
nary, Mills served as a
Communications Intern with
the Lutheran World Fed-
eration in Geneva. While
studying at LTS, she has partic-
ipated in CLWR cross-cultural
programs in Peru and India. 

New CLWR
Director of
Communications
and Education
Named

CLWR News Service 

Pastor Eric Dyck 
Co-ordinator for Introduction,
Eastern Synod

FAST FACTS
• The new Worship Book is red! (actually Nu-cranberry)
• The Worship book is the same size as LBW. It fits easily

in the pew racks.
• This book is at the core of a family of worship

resources that will continue to evolve through the
years. It represents the best of what we need to bring
forward from our past and reflects the diversity of our
church today as it moves into the future.

• Over three quarters of the hymns are harmonized, some
returning to favourite earlier harmonizations. 

Contains
• All 150 Psalms of the Psalter.
• Luther's Small Catechism.
• Rites for Baptism, Funeral, Marriage and Healing services.
• The services for Holy Week (not included before)
• Morning, Evening and Night Prayer services.
• Art work throughout the book.
• Advance publication price is $21 per book; after Oct. 2

$24; official use in the ELCIC and ELCA begins on the
First Sunday of Advent (Dec. 3).

 


